


Runged Spikes (Rye-Grass, Couch) 
Download Latest Version 


Contains : Perennial, Italian, Mediterranean Rye-Grass & Darnel « Common, Sand & Bearded Couch 
e Hybrid Fescue 
Grey page refs are: COL Collins Pocket Guide to Grasses etc, HUB Hubbard, BSBI handbook. 


Note : Hold the grasshead so you see the spikelets alternating up the stem. If they show you their 
flats you have Rye-Grass, if they show you their edges, you have Couch. 


Perennial Rye-Grass - Widespread except Pentlands - Lolium perenne - Map - coL:50-2, HUB:148, BSBI:154 
e The awned version is Italian Rye-Grass. 
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Italian Rye-Grass - Occasional, particularly on field set-asides - Lolium multiflorum - Map - coL:50-3, 


HUB:150, BSBI:156 


e Unawned version of Common Couch, and leafier up stem (Annual/Biennial 
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Darnel - Rare old records - Lolium temulentum - Map - coL:50-4, HUB:152, 
BSBI: 162 


Like the rye-grasses, but: Glume: exceeds (arrowed) the spikelet 
(however note that in the other species this can happen when the fruits 
mature and drop, and Perennial Rye Grass sometimes has long glumes); 
Annual: plant dies after fruiting; Awns: usually present (absent in main 
pic but shown in inset pic). 


( Photo Yoav Gertman on (gallery) flora.org.il ) 








Mediterranean Rye-Grass - Casual a little outside region - Lolium 
rigidum - Map - COL:50-4b, HUB:152bot, BSBI:160 

Rather like Perennial Rye-Grass with no awns, but Annual: dies after 
fruiting; Anthers: 1.5-4mm (v 2.5+mm for the others). 


Image e flora.org.il « floraofqatar.com 














Common Couch (Standard Form) - Widespread except Pentlands - Elytrigia repens - Map - coL:78-4, 
HUB:96, BSBI:484 
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Common Couch (Coastal Form) - Elytrigia repens - coL:78-4, HUB:96, BSBI:484 

e By the sea (such as at Dalmeny) the leaves of the above can become bluey, rigid and somewhat 
rolled as shown here on the Dalmeny coast. A mixture of open leaves will tell you it is couch. but if 
they are all rolled then the lack of hairs on the sheaf (arrowed) show it is not Sea Couch (if they 
are all rolled consult Neglected Couch, E. campestris). 
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Common Couch (Awned Form) - Not infrequent - Elytrigia repens f. aristata - Map - coL:78-4, HUB:96, 
BSBI:484 
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Sand Couch - Various points along the coastline - Elytrigia juncea ssp boreoatlantica - Map - coL:78-3, 
HUB:98, BSBI:480 


e Similar to Common Couch, but spikelets poorly overlapping and tough, leaves hard and rolled. 





Bearded Couch - Frequent in certain stretches of wood - Elymus caninus - Map - coL:78, HUB:94, BSBI:159 
e Because of the density of florets, the grassheads seem cylindr 
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Hybrids 
Sand x Common Couch - Not infrequently found with parents on the coast - Elytrigia juncea x 
repens = E. x laxa - Map - Stace 3 p1049 


Info 


Updated : 2019-12-15 - please check you have the latest version! 

Contact : David Merrick - facebook.com/meteorquake 

Facebook Botany Group for Lothians : facebook.com/groups/lothiansbotan 
All items in this Series : paintdrawer.co.uk/nature/edinburgh/downloads.htm 





